Ladakh-Zanskar River
Destination Overview
Ladakh lies in the eastern half of the state of Jammu & Kashmir in the far north of India. It shares its northwestern border with Pakistan, its northern border with the Chinese province of Sinkiang, and to the east lays Chinese-occupied Tibet. Ladakh is sandwiched between two mountain systems – the Karakorams to the north and the Himalayas to the south. The daunting height of the Himalaya adds to the isolation of this area. Even today, the main road routes to Ladakh remain closed for more than six months each year. Until 1979, there were no regular flights into Ladakh, and from October to June, the region was completely cut off.  

Ladakh, is often referred to as "Little Tibet”. Although it is officially a province of India, Ladakh is situated on the Tibetan plateau and is largely populated by Tibetan refugees who fled from the Chinese invasion of Tibet.  Today, it is full of amazing sights. You will be mesmerized by magical gompas perched on soaring hilltops and dwarfed by snow-capped mountains, austere landscapes splashed with brilliant patches of green, and ancient palaces clinging to sheer rock walls. Most of all, Ladakh is notable for its immensely colorful and exceptionally friendly people.
Ladakh can be divided into five geographical regions – Central Ladakh, the heartland of the Indus valley; Nubra in the north of the Ladakh range; Rupshu, a dry, high altitude plateau in the southeast of Zanskar, one of the highest inhabited regions in the world, and Western Ladakh near Kargil.
Our unique itinerary features a journey through Western Ladakh, driving, hiking and rafting through some of the most surreal and hauntingly beautiful places on Earth.  Beginning our trip on the Stod River, we embark on a multi-day river excursion through the spectacular Zanskar River Gorge. The Gorge is a remote canyon with sheer walls rising a few thousand feet out of the riverbed, channeling the Zanskar to its culmination at the mighty Indus River. The grand finale to our trip is a visit to the majestic Taj Mahal, one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Your sojourn to this last horizon of a shrinking planet will send you home with unforgettable memories from the immersive experience of a lifetime!
